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Letter From the Faculty Advisor  

 Dr. Ronald Alkana  

The academic year from Fall 2008 through 

Spring 2009 was an incredible year for Phi Delta Chi 

actives and alumni at USC.  The actives started the 

year with a very successful rush that included a Wine 

and Cheese event that was attended by a large number 

of alumni as well as potential pledges.  The room was 

over flowing with people and conversations.  Rush 

ended with over 30 new initiates.  The year's activities 

included participation by actives in so many Health 

Fairs, Conferences and presentations that there are too many to list.  Actives also received 

numerous awards.  These included, the APhA Diabetes Award, the APhA National Chapter 

Project Proposal Award, the APhA-ASP student leadership Award, selection of Bonnie Hui 

as APhA National Member-at-large, the CPhA Outlook Award for project HTN, and the 

CPhA Pharmacy Foundation of California's Film Festival Award for "Best Parody of a TV 

Commercial."  The actives also helped the Alumni to host a CE Law Update 2009 by 

Alumni Board President, Bob Kazebee.  The Alumni Association Board of Directors spent 

considerable energy investigating methods to invest its funds safely and wisely in these dif-

ficult times, and to promote donations from the alumni in order to enable the Board to con-

tinue providing financial support to help the actives achieve their professional and social 

goals.  The year culminated with a gala celebration of the Omicron Chapter's 100 year An-

niversary.  I am really sorry that I was not able to attend due to a School of Pharmacy com-

mitment that took me out of the country.  However, I have heard that the event was attended 

by big crowds of actives and alumni and also drew representation from the national office.  

Overall, this was a fantastic year that made me very proud to be your chapter advisor. 



EXECUTIVE BOARD  

2008 Ô 2009  

WORTHY CHIEF COUNSELOR:  

 JESSICA DE GIACOMO  

My year officially started with attendance to the Leadership 

and Development Seminar (LDS). I left Texas with new leader-

ship tools to take back and implement in my chapter, as well as a 

new found sense of pride in being a part of such an amazing and 

deservingly recognized chapter.  Though I tried to mentally pre-

pare myself for the magnitude of stress that comes along with run-

ning any organization, it was through the hard work of my board 

members, active chapter brothers, and eagerness of our pledges 

that truly made this year memorable and successful.   My main 

goal for the year was to incorporate our chapter history within the 

pledging process, bring new and creative ideas for both our rush 

events and pledging, as well as during our fundraising period, and to overall make our 100th year 

unforgettable.  From our Phi  Delta Chi pride hats, one of a kind (Mathew Dinh original) T-

shirts, Taco-Man fundraiser, Broomball game, Phi Delta chi annual health fair, annual retreat, to 

an unforgettable Banquet; this year just confirmed that Phi Delta Chi brothers do it all, do it 

well, and more importantly do it in our own sense of style. 

Though the journey was filled with bumps and unexpected turns, I truly tried to maintain 

the integrity of our chapter and the best interest for our fraternity in mind.  I cannot take credit 

for all the success and outstanding events held this past year, I am just honored to be a part of 

the decision making and planning of the events.  The high light of my year was at our annual 

banquet; to be recognized with the past WCCôs and to have national board members in atten-

dance was an honor.  I know the future of this fraternity is in great hands.  The creativity and 

ideas of the active members never fails to amaze me, and I look forward to witnessing another 

successful and extraordinary year. 



WORTHY VICE COUNSELOR  

 LISA MARIE SERRANO   

As the Worthy Vice Counselor (WVC), it was imperative to assist the 

Worthy Chief Counselor in any way possible to allow us to accom-

plish our goals we set for our chapter. The previous year I held the 

position as the Worthy Inner Guard which gave me a unique perspec-

tive on the logistics behind our fraternity.  This experience made my 

new position as WVC easy as I was able to assist with planning ac-

tivities, helping with the pledge process & requirements, and any 

other issues that arose. Also as WVC, it was my duty to plan the an-

nual Volleyball and Broomball game against another USC School of 

Pharmacy Fraternity, Alpha Iota Pi. Most important, as WVC I made 

it my goal to be a role model for other Omicron Brothers to become 

active participants in our Fraternity.  

WORTHY PRELATE  

 PARGOL KHORSANDI  

This past year I had the pleasure of serving as Worthy Prelate.  It was a joy to 

plan both the summer and spring retreats in Santa Barbara and Las Vegas.  

Attending both retreats I was able to witness the origin of many great ideas 

that advanced our fraternity.  Furthermore, I watched as another successful 

pledge class bonded and integrated into the PDC family in Las Vegas.  It was 

truly an amazing year and I was blessed to work with such a wonderful 

board.  I am confident that next year will be just as outstanding. 



WORTHY KEEPER OF FIN ANCE 

 STEVEN CHENG  

 This past year marked the first time that the Omicron 

chapter had to budget for such a large group of brothers due 

to the success of recruitment the year before.  To accommo-

date everyone, costs went up across the board and properly 

managing funds was even more imperative.  Further compli-

cating the matter was the fact that 2009 marked our centen-

nial year and we desired to make celebrations even more spe-

cial. 

 Each organization on campus has an extremely limited 

amount of fundraising time, but we were very successful due 

to the effort of all brothers.  We fundraised over one thou-

sand five hundred dollars by having events, such as a bake 

sale.  However, the highlight of our fundraising period was 

the first-ever ñTaco Manò on campus.  Five hundred freshly made tacos were sold in about an 

hour.  Even though rain slowed sales, our pledge class was also able to raise over eight hun-

dred dollars selling raffle tickets at the USC Pharmacy Homecoming booth in order to fund the 

annual school-wide Luau. 

The Omicron Alumni Association supported the active chapter throughout the year.  

They shared the same goal of making our centennial banquet even more special and provided 

the financial resources to do so.  Over sixty alumni and national guests attended, some travel-

ing hundreds of miles.  The alumni support also enabled us to host an elegant Wine and Cheese 

rush event and send students to the Leadership Development Seminar in Austin, TX. 

 It was my pleasure serving as WKF this past year as a financial decision maker as well 

as a representative of our fraternity.  I would like to thank all my brothers for trusting my fi-

nancial decisions.  I made all of my decisions, extremely conscious of the future, and I look 

forward to bigger and better things to come next year.  AAAE.      



As the Worthy Inner Guard during the 2008-2009 academic year my ex-

perience was one I will never forget. From helping with planning for our 

rush events over the summer, to the production of our rush video, to the 

actual rush events, I truly enjoyed working with my brothers. The rush 

process allowed me to get closer to my brothers, the pledge process al-

lowed me to get closer to my future brothers. I was able to get to meet and 

get to know some great people and guide them through the process of be-

coming Phi Delta Chi brothers, and although there were some tough times, 

we pulled together and persevered. It felt good knowing that the pledges 

looked up to me and trusted in me to lead them to their ultimate goal: 

Brotherhood. I knew this was not going to be an easy task when I first 

took the position, but I welcomed the challenge and at the end of it all I 

felt it was well worth the hard work, time and dedication invested in this 

position. For what its worth, if I had to do it all over again, I would do so 

in a heartbeat.  

WORTHY INNER GUARD  

 CARLOS DAVILA  

WORTHY KEEPER OF RECORDS AND SEALS 

 VY TRINH  

As WKRS this year, I had the opportunity of serving on the 

board of Phi Delta Chi. Being a second year, this allowed me to see the 

fraternity from not only an active perspective but a board perspective. 

With this position, I attended the meetings and maintained records of 

meeting minutes, and any housekeeping issues that came up. In addi-

tion I was able to help fellow board members put on the events that we 

hosted throughout the year. Finally, like as the other board members, I 

helped the president keep the fraternity as orderly and organized as 

possible throughout the year. This position not only allowed me to see 

how being in a fraternity is not just about brotherhood, but also the im-

portance of working together to keep brotherhood together and alive. 



WORTHY CORRESPONDENT 

 MEGAN GRANT  

Serving as a member of the Phi Delta Chi board this year was 

both a great honor and a great experience.  As the Worthy Correspondent 

I learned so much about the Omicron chapter and the National Office.  

Although it was hard work, I loved having the chance to become so in-

volved in the fraternity.  I was surprised to learn how many chapters 

complete the AAP and how widespread the fraternity is.  The experience 

has left me feeling even more connected to Phi Delta Chi and proud to 

be a brother. 

WORTHY ALUMNI LIAISON  

 CHANDRA SMALLWOOD  

My experience as Worthy Alumni Liaison was amazing to say the 

least.  The notion of organizing tailgate events for home football games is 

what first drew me into the position, yet as the year progressed the true 

meaning of brotherhood and interaction with the alumni truly made my year 

unforgettable.  Through my time spent with the alumni, it became apparent 

how passionate they are for the well being and continual growth of our 

chapter.   This was evident through their countless hours of dedication and 

concern about every aspect of the active chapter.   

 Though I had the task of organizing the tailgate events, alumni 

monthly meetings, as well as contributed to the Alumni wine and Cheese 

event, the true success of these events was primarily contributed by the participation of the active mem-

bers and continual support from the alumni.  From waking up early to help me claim our usual prime 

tailgate spot, to spending countless hours helping me assemble and mail out invitations to all of our 

alumni, the true meaning of brotherhood became apparent with every challenge that  I was able to suc-

cessfully complete. 



WORTHY MASTER OF ARMS  

 JORDAN YINGLING  

This year it was my pleasure to serve as the Worthy Master at Arms for the Omi-

cron chapter during the 2008-2009 school year.   I was thrilled about the opportu-

nity to help educate our 100th pledge class in the traditions and values Phi Delta 

Chi was founded on.  We had over 30 pledges cross over this year and I am confi-

dent they will flourish into some of the most active contributors to our chapter.  

Serving as the WMA helped me work on the development of leadership and com-

munication skills and allowed me to see firsthand how strong of a chapter we are.  

This past yearôs Worthy Inner Guard, Carlos Davila, took a strong leadership role 

in helping develop this yearôs pledge class as well.  Working with him was an-

other example of what can be accomplished when brothers are helping each other out.  It was also an 

amazing experience working with this yearôs WCC, Jessica De Giacomo as well as the rest of this 

yearôs board in making our centennial something we will always remember.  Iôm looking forward to 

making our 101st year just as memorable. 

ACADEMIC CHAIR  

The Omicron Chapter strives to maintain an exemplary academic 

standing as a brotherhood of actives, while ensuring the academic success of 

its 1st year pledges.  Helping them through their 1st year courses allows them 

to adapt to the demands of being a student, leader, and professional. The Omi-

cron Board strongly considers the exam schedule for the 1st year students 

when planning Phi Delta Chi events. The academic chair organizes lecture 

style review sessions, one-on-one tutoring, as well as studying sessions to an-

swer any questions. For example, second-year Brothers Joyce Choi and I led a 

review group for the first Biochemistry midterm where 30 students attended. 

Third-year Brother, Andrew Messali and I organized a lecture style review 

session for the Health Care Delivery exam open to the entire 1st year class 

where more than 150 students attended. In addition I held a 5 hour review session to answer questions 

from 1st year pledges preparing for their Pharmaceutics I exam.  These are a few examples of Omicron 

Chapterôs efforts to improve the academic performance and image of Phi Delta Chi. 



PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS 

 HASMIG EKMEKDIJIAN AND TANIA HOUSPIAN  

This year was a very successful and exciting 

year for professional project directors, Hasmig 

Ekmekdjian and Tania Houspian. One of our 

biggest projects was our involvement in com-

munity health fairs. This year, we were able to 

be part of ten health fairs and screened hundreds 

of local community members. In these health 

fairs, cholesterol screenings were done in addi-

tion to patient counseling and referrals to local 

physicians and pharmacists. In addition to our involvement in health fairs, Phi Delta Chi 

brothers joined the organization, P.S. I love you, and spent the day at the beach mentoring 

children. Each brother was coupled up with an at-risk child from different shelters be-

tween the ages of two and thirteen. The duo participated in various activities for most of 

the day at the beach. We were also organizers for poison prevention and health awareness 

during Kid's Day at the USC 

campus. We reminded ele-

mentary school children the 

importance of not ingesting 

different types of poisons and 

encouraged them to have the 

proper diet and exercise. We 

both felt very fulfilled in be-

ing able to reach various types 

of communities and make a 

difference in our society. 


